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Sponge  unknown
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Abstract 
The growth of organisms on seven different artificial reef structures was surveyed from 

2004-2006 in Hormuzgan offshore waters (Bandar Lengeh area). The organisms consisted of 

12 groups the main of which included Barnacle (Megabalanus tintinnabulum), Sponges with 

five families and Tunicates. The highest density was observed in 2005, amounting to some 

409.224g wet weight on each structure. However, a decrease was observed afterwards in the 

total mass of aquatics living on the structures. Some organisms such as crabs, polychaets, 

bivalves and fish larvae showed an increasing in size in the first year. Bivalves showed a 

decreasing trend in density but otherwise an increasing trend in size over time. Artificial 

shape of the reefs was not effective on the total density of the organisms living on the 

structures.  Total density of live organisms on different parts of the artificial reefs (surface, 

middle and bottom) was not statistically significant (P>0.05). Numbers of crabs on mixed 

artificial reefs were higher than the other artificial reefs. This was also the same for barnacles. 

 

*Corresponding author 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

22
09

2/
IS

FJ
.2

01
7.

10
99

77
 ]

 
 [

 D
O

R
: 2

0.
10

01
.1

.1
02

61
35

4.
13

90
.2

0.
1.

8.
3 

] 
 [

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 is
fj

.ir
 o

n 
20

26
-0

6-
18

 ]
 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                            14 / 14

http://dx.doi.org/10.22092/ISFJ.2017.109977
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.10261354.1390.20.1.8.3
http://isfj.ir/article-1-217-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

