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Ocypodidae 

(Grosberg & Levitan, 1992)

(Meroplankton)

(Scheltema, 1971)

Malone &) 

(McQueen, 1983

(Angell, 1991)

Apel,  ;Stephensen, 1946 

Naderloo & Sari, 2007 ;2001

Hexapodidae

Sakhaie et 

(al., 2009

Ocypodidae

(Brachyura)Pleocyemata

(Ghost and Fiddler crabs)

(Ng et al., 2008)

(Apel, 2001)
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(Omori & Ikeda, 1984)

(Camera lucida)

 

;Wear, 1968  ;Gurney, 1942

 

;Diaz  & Costlow, 1972  ;Hashmi, 1970;Rice, 1976

;Anger et al., 1990& Kim, 1991;Jang;Terada, 1995

Ghory & ;Pasupathi & Kannupandi, 1988 ;Paula, 1996 

.Kornienko & Korn, 2008 ;Siddiqui, 2006 

(Krishnamoorthy, 2006)
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Macrophthalmus depressus               Serenella leachii

Ilyoplax frater       Tylodiplax indica

 

Ocypodidae
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Dotilla blanfordi               

 

Dotilla sulcata

Uca annulipesScopimera crabricauda
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I. frater
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M. depressus

Macrophthalmus sp1

I. frater
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(Doustshenas et al., 2009)
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Al-Yamani F. and Khvorov  S.A.,  2007. Spatial and 

temporal variability in larval decapod abundance in 
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Angell C.A., 1991. Report of the seminar on the 
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Anger K., Montu M., Bakker C. and Loureiro 

Fernandes L.L., 1990.  Larval development of 

Uca thayeri Rathbun, 1900 (Decapoda: 

Ocypodidae) reared in the laboratory. 
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Pel M., 2001.Taxonomie und zoogeographie der 
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Universitat , Frankfurt am Main. 268P. 

Diaz H. and Costlow D., 1972. Larval development 

of Ocypode quadrata (Brachyura: Crustacea) 

under laboratory conditions. Marine Biology, 

15:120-131.  

Doustshenas B., Nabavi S.M.B., Savari A. 

Kochanian P. and  Sadrinasab M., 2009.  

Applying benthic index of biotic integrity (B-
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Persian Gulf Pakistan. Journal of  Biological 

Scineces. 12(12): 902-907.  

Emmerson W.D., 1994. Seasonal breeding cycles 

and sex ratios of eight species of crabs from 
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14:568-578. 
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Turkish Journal of Zoology, 30:161-166. 

Gurney R., 1942 . Larvae of decapod crustace, Ray 

Society, London, UK. 306P. 

Hashmi S.S., 1970. The Brachyuran larvae of west 
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81-93. 

Hrtnoll R.G. and Gould P., 1988. Brachyuran life 

history strategies and the optimization of egg 
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distributions with applications. Chapman & 

Hall/CRC. 
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ecological approach. 4th edition, Harper.  
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Abstract 
Taxonomic studies on the Brachyura larvae of the Persian Gulf are relatively few. Samples 

were collected monthly with a 300µ mesh size plankton net from coastal waters of Khuzestan 

(Northern Persian Gulf) during May 2007 to April 2008. The stage one zoea larva of 8 species 

Macrophthalmus depressus, Serenella leachii, Ilyoplax frater, Tylodiplax indica, Dotilla 

blanfordi, Dotilla sulcata, Uca annulipes and Scopimera crabricauda of Ocypodidae were 

illustrated and described in detail. Common morphological characteristics in identified species 

of Ocypodidae are dorsolateral processes on second and third abdominal segments and also 

two aesthetasc on antennules. Spatial and temporal variations in density of larval stages of 

Ocypodidae were studied. In warmer months Macrophthalmus depressus larvae (1264 ind/m3 

in March, in other warm months (May, June, August and September 2007) M. depressus 

larvae with average of 97, 168, 87, 318 and 1264ind/m3, respectively were the dominant 

species agagin and Ilyoplax frater larvae (457ind/m3) in July 2007 were the dominant species. 

However,  in colder months (November and February 2008), Camptandrium sp1 larvae was 

dominant with 76 ind/m3 and 56 ind/m3 for the  two months, respectively.  
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