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+ + + + Stylaria lacustris (L.)
- + - + Aulodrilus pigueti Kowal.
+ - + - Peloscolex ferox Eisen.
- + + - Branchiura sowerbyi Bedd.
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- - + - Helobdella stagnalis (L.)*
- - + + Piscicola geometra (L.)
- - + + P. faciatus Kollar.
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- + + + Siphlonurus linnaeanus Eth,
- - - + Baetis rhodani Pict.*
- - + + Ephemerella ignita Poda.
+ + - - Centroptilum luteolum Muller.
- - - + Prosopistoma foliaceum Fourc.*
- - - + Ordella macrura Steph.*
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- - + + Corixa punctata llleg.
++ -+ ++ -+ Nepa cinerea (L..)
-+ - ++ + Ranatra linearis (L.)
- + + + Gerris lacustris (L.)
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- - + + Hydropsyche ornatula Mcl.
+ - + + H. instabilis Curt.
- + + + Ecnomus tenellus Ramb,
+ - + + Leptocerus tineiformis Curt.
+ - + + Oecetis furva Ramb.
- + + + Limnophilus flavicornis Fabr.
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Stempelina bausei Kieffer*

Micropsectra praecox Mg.*
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Tanytarsus exiguus (Jon.)

T. gregarious Kieffer.*

T. lauterborni Kieffer.
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Abstract

Benthic invertebrate species and their change was studied in Aras River during a hydro-
biological research on the middle and terminal parts of Aras River that spanned the years
1995-1996 and 2005-2006. We found 91 species of benthic invertebrates of which 85 species
were identified during 1995-1996 and 49 species during 2005-2006. The highest rate of
biodiversity was seen in molluscs with 19 species and chironomid larvae with 17 species.
Forty-two species had wide distribution and the remaining occurred only in special habitats.
The biomass of invertebrates reduced from the upper reach of the river to the middle and
lower reaches because of the changes in river bed from soil to sand. It is concluded that the
formation of different habitats in different sections of the Aras River has a crucial role in the

change observed in biodiversity of the benthic invertebrates.
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