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Figure 1: Location of sampling points in Pasikhan River
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Table 2: Water classes based on BMWP classification (Mandaville, 2002)
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Table 3: Water classes based on ASPT classification (Mandaville, 2002)
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Table 4: Identified orders and families of macroinvertebates in Pasikhan River

Class Order Family Genus
Insecta Ephemeroptera Baetidae Baetis
Heptageniidae Rhithrogena
Heptagenia
Epeuros

Caenidae Caenis
Ephemerellidae

Plecoptera Leuctridae

Trichoptera Hydropsychidae

Diptera Simuliidae Simulium
Chironomidae Chironomus
Tabanidae
Empididae
Tipulidea :

Odonata Gomphidae Dicranota

Coleoptera Elmidae
Hydrophilidae

Hemiptera Corixidae

Oligochaeta Lumbriculidae
Tubificidae

Gastropoda Valvatidae
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Figure 2: The abundance of families during samplings in Pasikhan River
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Table 5: The abundance of EPT orders and Chironomidae family and other parameters in different stations of
Pasikhan River
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Figure 3: Total richness in different seasons in studied stations
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Table 6: Water quality and mean of BMWP, ASPT and HFBI indices in different seasons in all stations
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Table 7: Water quality and mean of BMWP, ASPT and HFBI in stations during seasons
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Abstract

Water quality assessment using water quality indices and biotic indices is a group of suitable
methods. This study was carried out to determine temporal and spatial variations of benthos in
Pasikhan River, north of Iran. Therefore, 6 sampling stations were set up along the river
mainstream and the macrobenthic invertebrate community samples were collected from these
stations during 4 seasons (from autumn 2015 to summer 2016), seasonally. The benthos
samples were collected by surber sampler (25x25 cm) in sixteen replicates, then were
identified and counted. The results of the benthic communities of Pasikhan River showed the
dominant taxa of the invertebrates collected belonged to aquatic insects group. In this study,
18 families of 9 orders of benthic macroinvertebrates were identified. BMWP index at sixth
station, showed the lowest annual average score (5.50+£2.38) with so bad quality and the
second station, showed the highest average score (41.00+16.39) with medium quality. Also,
according to the annual average ASPT, second station had the highest score (5.83+0.38), and
showed suspected to water pollution. The sixth station with the lowest score (2.50+0.91) was
classified in high pollution group. Among the seasons, the highest and the lowest amount of
both BMWP and ASPT were observed in winter and autumn, respectively.

The results of Hilsenhoff index between stations showed that first station with average score
(5.26+1.10) was categorized in medium class and fourth station with average score
(4.58+0.56) was categorized in good class. This could be due to sand mining before first
station (Bodab Bridge). Based on the results, biotic indices showed that water quality in
Nokhale station (Station 6) that is located in downstream is the lowest that may be due to
anthropogenic activities, discharge of domestic wastewater and agricultural runoff and sand
mining.

Keywords: Macrobenthic invertebrate, BMWP, ASPT, Hilsenhoff index, Pasikhan River
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