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Figure 1: Map of tuna fishing position by pursiner fishing vessel (2015-2019)
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Table 1: characteristics of satellites extracting environmental parameters in the Oman Sea
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®MODIS Aqua/Terra: NASA Ocean Color Web

®GCOM: (Global Change Observation Mission) is a freely available software that is showd long-term observation of Earth
environmental

*HYCOM :Hybrid Coordinate Ocean Model provides access to near real time global ocean prediction web

IMATLAB is a registered software of Mathworks Inc. Version 5.2.0

! Sea Surface Temperature

2 Salinity

* Chlorophyll-a concentration

* Particulate organic carbon

® Sea Surface Current Velocities
® Sea Surface Height
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Figure 2: Comparison of catch and catch per unit of fishing effort in different months for Longtail tuna in the Oman
Sea (2017-2019)
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Table 2: Species—environment RDA correlations and Monte Carlo tests of significance of axes
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Figure 3: Redundancy Analysis (RDA) illustrating the relationship between environmental variables LAT, LON, SST,
POC, SSH, Chl-a, Salinity and Veosity (natural log).
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Table 3: Relative importance and degree of freedom of generalized additive models for Longtail tuna
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Figure 4: GAM plots for Longtail tuna presence (all years all zones combined) showing the effect of every

environmental variable on fish presence. The dashed line represents fitted GAM functionn and grey band is a 95%
credible interval computed
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Figure 5: Spatial prediction with GAM for Longtail tuna presence in the Oman sea
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Abstract

This study uses data of 5 Iranian industrial purse seiners that fish on free school tuna species
in the Oman Sea. The catch data from 2015 to 2019 in the Oman Sea waters were used. The
essential fish habitat of Thunnus tonggol was modeled using Satellite remote sensing
(HYCOM. and MODIS). Redundancy analysis (RDA) was applied to provide a preliminary
view of relationships between fish presence/absence and environmental variables, followed by
the application of the Generalized Additive Model (GAM). According to GAM the
presence/absence of T. tonggol is related to Latitude, Sea Surface Temperature (SST), Sea
surface current velocity, and sea surface salinity (SSS). EFH maps were generated using
GAM model based on the probability of the presence of T. tonggol. Latitude 23N to 25N
degrees and longitude 57E to 60 E degrees are the preferred habitats of T. tonggol that are
distributed in high density in these areas and indicate the habitat of this species in the
continental shelf and coastal waters. Based on the analysis the distribution and density of T.
tonggol on the east side of the Oman Sea Iranian waters, from Beris to Gwatar Bay, could be
neglectable. Based on the results of the present study, it seems that, although, the relationship
between chlorophyll-a concentration, sea surface height (SSH) and distribution, of T.
tonggol is statistically significant, still the Latitude, Sea Surface Temperature (SST), Sea
surface current velocity, and Sea surface salinity (SSS are the most important factors affecting
the abundance of this species in the region.

Keywords: Essential fish habitat, Redundancy analysis, Generalized Additive Model,
Thunnus tonggol, Oman Sea
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