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Figure 1: Study area and location of sampling stations in Khormarud River, Golestan
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Table 1: Location of sampling stations and some of its environmental characteristics in Khormarud River

Station N E Organic matter(/.) Sand (/) Silt(/) Clay(/)
S1 (Forest- roq rAEo oo A

Agriculture) 31°05°37 28714°55 1.90 65.30 19.30 15.40
S2 (Close to the road,

agriculture and after "EArARO 00’190

Azadshahr industrial 53°06°37 00°12°55 2.33 40.20 33.80 26
town)

S3 (Rural- 127000 (17190

Agriculture) 48°09°37 01712°55 2.14 40 31 29
S4 (Agriculture) "0612°37 121155 4.20 13 29 58
S5 (Before connecting 4319057 9911955 5.91 5.50 24.50 70

to Chel-Chai River)
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Figure 2: The average frequency of microplastics in the sampling stations of Khormarud River
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Figure 3: Micrographs of common microplastics. (a) fibers, (b) fragments and (c) films.
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Figure 4: The percentage of different forms in microplastics observed in sediment samples from Khormarud River
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Figure 5: Comparison of the size of microplastics extracted in sediment samples from Khormarud River
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Figure 6: Percentage abundance of color-microplastics extracted in sediment samples from Khormarud River
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Abstract

Rivers efficiently transfer microplastics into seas, meanwhile they can be temporarily stored in
sediments, where they undergo further fragmentation due to biological and physical processes.
This study was conducted with the aim of investigating the distribution and abundance of
microplastics (MPs) in the surface sediments of Khormarud River, Golestan province, Iran. A
total of 15 sediment samples (5 stations with 3 replicates) were taken in the spring of 2022 and
the identification of MP was studied using a stereomicroscope. Their polymer compositions were
characterized using weak total reflectance Fourier transform infrared spectrometer. The results
showed that station 5, with high human activities, had the highest frequency of MPs with
880+160 particle/kg of dry sediments, and station 1, upstream of the river, had the lowest
frequency with 20066 particle/kg. The average of MPs observed in all studied stations was
430.17 £ 92.8 particles. The most abundant MPs were fiber (77.52%) and the least abundant were
films (3.10%). The results showed that the 500-1000 pum group had the highest frequency with
44.19%, while the 3000-5000 um group had the lowest frequency with 3.88%. Black color was
the most frequent with 55.81% and blue color was the least frequent with 2.33%. The polymer
composition of MPs includes polypropylene (PP, 41%), polyethylene (PE, 30%), polystyrene (PS,
16%), polyester (PS, 11%), and polyamide (PA, 2%). The results of this study showed that MPs
in coastal sediments have a complex source that is mostly derived from tourism, sewage, and
packaging.
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